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THE ABDUCTION OF LINDA NAPOLITANO.

"Brierly. i 1s asserted that at about 3:15 a.m. on November 30, 1986
Linda Napelitano f£licata2d out her 12th floor apartment in lower
Manhattan... followed bv severzl other figures into a hovering c-raf+" -
George 2. Hansen.

Photo source: Earth Scong - by: Sharon Wwebb.
In This Issue:
In order to show there is another side to an exhuberant claim. once
again, Orbiter is opening its pages to another very controversial
debate. Those advocating the Linda Napolitano case have already done so
through presentations, newsletters, or through the media. WWithin this
issue, we are hoping to at least dissiminate some of the information for
the purpose of objective research, test the claims for infallibility,
and present healthy debates to generate clear and honest facts.
Furthermore, the current issue is totally focused on the abduction
phenomena: P.#2 - carries a general summary of the Napolitano

abduction, followed by my commentary on P.#3. On P.#4 thru P.#10
- George Hansen and Jerome Clark convey their findings and thoughts on
the unfolding events down in lower Manhattan, NY. Reproduced on

P.#11 - is 'Alien Territory' a Boston Globe Magazine article on Dr.
John Mack. On P.#16 - is a newsclipping from the NY Post detailing

yet another claim of a Manhattan connection abduction - hmmm.
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The Abduction of Linda Napolitano
(General Summary)

Abduction mentor Budd Hopkins took a special interest in the case
of Linda Napolitan and was convinced it had potential fer providing
crucial medical evidence. The abduction was conveniently initiated in
Manhattan, NY. The alleged abduction account was published in the MUFON
Journal, OMNI, Wall Street Journal, The N.Y. Times, and Paris Watch. He
also presented the case at the 1992 MUFON symposium, the New Jersey MUFON
meeting, and at the 1992 MIT conference.

On November 30, 1989, Linda Napolitano recalled under hypnosis
that she floated through her 12th story apartment window and ascended
into a hoverine craft via a blue beam. Approximately.cne year later
Hopkins received a letter from two undercover security agents, Richard
and Dan, claiming while they were on FDR Drive they saw a huge orange/red
object with green lights above an apartment building. The letter stated
they saw a female float out of a window accompanied Ly several odd forms
into the heovering object. The two security agents informed Hopkins that
they were familiar with his name and stated they wanted to make sure the
woman was alive and unharmed.

Within a few days Linda informed Hopkins she had been visited by
Richard and Dan and they introduced themselves as pclice officers.
According to Linda they expressed relief that she was unscathed and
sometime later Richard and Dan sent Hopkins a cassette tape and letter
describing their experiences. They still, however, refused to meet with
Hopkins.

Shortly thereafter, Dan sent a cocuple of followup letters
informing Hecpkins that Richard had taken a leave of absence because of
the trauma received from the abduction event and that he had been
stalking Linda. Furthermore, Dan stated that they were not police
officers but security agents driving a VIP when the sighting occurred.
According te Dan the VIP also witnessed the abducticn and became
hysterical.

Linda claimed that while walking near her apartment in the Spring
of 1991, she came upon Richard who asked her te get inteo a car that Dan
was driving. ‘“hen she declined he picked her up and, while struggling,
he vigorously shoved her into the car and drove a:>und for a few hours.
During this time she was gquesticned and grilled zl»uwt aliens and if she
was involved in any way with the government.

On October 1S, 1991, Linda reported that Dan had forced her into a
red Juguar and she was able to secretly record a few minutes of his
questioning. He soon discovered the recorder and removed it. According
to Linda, he then drove to a Long Island beach house and insisted that
she disrobe and put on a white night gewn that resembled the one she had
on during the abduction episode. After first refusing she agreed and
slipped it over her clothes. He then made verbal sexual advances toward
her. After attempting to flee Dan caught her and with great aggression
he forced her head under water, all the time raving incoherently. She
claimed a strange force knocked him dewn and then she started to flee.

.Looking around she saw Dan taking pictures of her (which somehow turned

up in Hopkins possession) and out of nowhere Richard was on the scene
suggesting she return to the beach house and that he'll handle Dan. She
complied, and while Richard was cleaning Dan up she came upon her
recorder and with it she found some CIA stationery.

In the fall of 1991 Linda claimed she saw Richard outside a
Manhattan establishment and was told of Dan's worsening mental
condition. A month later she received a card and letter from Dan
mentioning the fact that he is being kept sedated in a mental health

hospital.

According to Linda, Hopkins allegedly received a letter from the
VIP in February detailing the aliens were involved with the planets
ecological problems, their concern for ending the cold-war, etc. It was
around this time that Linda claimed to recall the third man (VIP) was
Javier Perez de Cueller, former Secretary of the United Nations.

During the summer of 1991 another Jetter surfaced from a
Connecticut woman who had been on the Brooklyn Bridge at the time of the
alleged abduction. She claimed to have seen a bright object over an
apartment building with a few figures curled into a fetal position
floating out the window and into the spacecraft. The woman learned of
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Hopkins from a bookstcre and traced his adédress through the Manhattan
directory. -

Around November 1991, LInda had an x-ray taken of her nose by an
M.D., who is also a close acquaintance of her, after he became ccncerned
about her story and of her claimed implant. Shortly after the x-ray was
developed Hoplins showed it to a rieurosurgecn friend who became aghast at
the object in Linda's nasal area. The abduction account with the slide
were sheown at Hopkins' most recent presentations.

Those who have researched this case are drawing strong conclusions
that the Napolitano account has suspiciously develcped into a case
resembling that of a science fiction novel titled NIGHTEYES by Garfield
Reeves Stevens. The book was publiched in April 1989, a few menths before
her abducticn account.

COMMENTRRY

Well, here we are again. The UFO community, in good ole USA, is
drawing lines in the sand in a impromptu move to set straight the
exuberant claims of abductee Linda Napolitano, a member of Budd Hopkins'
study group. Ircnically, the luminaries who are purpcrting this case also
provided their supportive 'expertise' in the proemction of the Gulf Breeze
fiasco = RED FLARGS. RAll of it is documented in either ink or video - no
backing out. Like the Gulf Breeze case, without the double exposures but
with the BLUE BEARM, the Napolitano abduction is cne of words spun
around a tale whose intrigue could rival "The Malteze Falcon" and the
voluptuousness of Madonna's best seller "Sex" (Warner bocks). A good
story - no evidence. Unfortunately, lessons that history should have
taught are not leing heeded. 1Instead a strong sense of GIVE THE PUBLIC
WHAT THEY WANT seems to be the pricrity of the big picture. However,
this should not pose any problems for those who jump on the Napolitano &
Hepkins (N&H) bandwagon simply beczuse, and with scme 1egret, alien
abductions have hecome a common place within our cultuie. Spcnsers on
prominent T.V. networks are leaning heavily on alien vizitaticon and
abductions to rake in the profits - Diet Pepsi, Puku soft drink, and
Health Mainentance Crganizations (the latter showin: a jrson being
handed a bill atter his abduction and medical exam) zre but a couple seen

during prime time shows.

A variety of studious newcomers to this suliect, whether blue
collar, Ph.D., oxr M.D. a@re being fed something that pro'=zbly has nothing
to do with flying saucers/UFOs. They are grabtbing it hook, line, and
sinker, convinced the modus cperandi of UFQO/flying sa3ucer phencnena is
for the reprcducticn of a hybrid race. Overvwhelmed by the current trend
of loose thinking ccupled with the elusive motivaticn by luminaries, the
newcomers are unable to clearly see HOW, WHY, and WHEN the abduction
field develored. Hence, a new wave of investigators/researchers are
being develcped in the search for a tale of alien visitation - the big
thrill. Rerial phenomenon research is ltecoming lilened to an old Mr. Ed
rerun (no pun intended). The binoculars and star charts are replaced by
couchs and dreams. 7The calls to the airport and weather bureau a&re now
bypassed to the mental health field. What once was the "fringy"
thinking of only a decade ago has become the norm - like society.

The N&H bandwagon has just begun to roll and has all the initial
markings of another slap in the face to the seriousness of this subject
by so-called experts. Unfortunately, the story, if it ever takes off,
will sell because the roll plavers are motivated and geared to the

entertainment field. They know the game, and it is their livelihood.
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Orbiter is offered on an exchange basis cnly. Newsletters, cpioninated
letters/commentaries, UFO newsclippings, or UFO articles located in
scientific literature are accepted.



Attempted Murder vs. The Folitics of Ufology: A Ouestion of

Priorities in the Linda Napolitano Casse

George P. Hansen

ABSTRACT: UFOD abductee Linda Napolitano claims that she was
kidnapped, assaulted, battered, harassed, and nearly drowned by
two agents of the U.S. government. Frominent ufologists Budd
Hopkins, John E. MHack, David M. Jacobs, Jerome Clark and Walter
H. Andrus, Jr. accept these claims. Hopkins has collegted
extensive materials that could be used to help apprehend and
convict the agents. Yet Hopkins,-Clark and Andrus have
vigorously argued that these crimes should not be reported to law
enforcement authorities; they indicate that such could be
“politically damaging” to UFO research. These ufologists are
asked to defend their decision and priorities.

Pudd Hoplins® case involving the abduction of Linda Napolitano
by @ UFO has been discussed in the Hall] Street Journal,® Oani,=
Paris Hatch,> and the New York Times.® The Mufon UFO Jourral
lateled it “The Abduction Csse of the Century."® By virtue of
this intense interest, it will become an exemplar for the study
of UFO abductions.

EBriefly, it is asserted that at about 3:15 a.m. on November
30, 1989, Linda Napolitano floated out of her 12th floor
apartment in lower Manhattan. Allegedly three witnesses in a car
abtout two blocks away observed Linda and three humanoid figures
emerge from a window and ascend into a craft hovering over her
building. Two of the witnesses, Richard and Dan, were government
security officers who were guarding the third witness, a
dignitary. Mere than a year after the case,; Richard and Dan
wrote to Hopkins describing what they saw, and a few weeks later
they visited Linda in her apartment. Hopkins has never met these
two but has over 80 pages of letters from them, and he has i
accumul ated much other material pertinent to the case.

The affair is quite complex, arnd the story is now only
beginning to be told. Hophkins presented a few details at the
1992 MUFON convention in Albuquerque and then in the September
1992 issue of the Mufon UFO Journal. One of the most disturbing
elements of the csse is that felonies were allegedly committed by
the government agents; these include assault, battery, kidnapping

and attempted ourder.

Heopkins® published account of this aspect is so sketchy that
some might consider it deliberately misleading. His entire
written summary is only one sentence long: "In April and again in
October 1991, Linda would suffer hours-long forced confinements.
and interrogations at the hands of these confused frightened
‘law—enforcement® officers; she would be struck by a car during a
chase through the streets of lower Manhattan.”® Hopkins®' brief
statement hardly conveys the gravity of the situation. It
suggests that he may have taken these matters much too lightly.

The kidnappings and attempted murder

On January 28, 1992, Linda Napolitano contacted Richard Butler
and requested a meeting because she was.concerned about her
personal safety, and she was worried that Hopkins might not be
able to adequately protect her. Linda had earlier become friends
with Butler at meetings in the home of Rudd Hopkins. On February
1, 1992, Linda met with Butler along with Joseph Stefula, a
forner Special Agent with the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation
Command who has extensive contacts in law enforcement.
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During the meeting, Linda stated that in April 1991 she
encountered security agent Richard on the street near her
apartment. She was asked to get into a car that Dan was driving,
but she refused. Fichard then picked her up and, with some
struggle, forced her into the automobile. Linda reported that

she was driven around for 3 1/2 hours and interrogated about the
aliens.

At the MUFON symposium in July 1992, Linda was ashked if she
had reported the bidnapping to the police. She said that she had
not and went on to say that the Lidnapping was legal becsuse it
had to do with national security; she later commented that she
did not want to go head to head with a government agency because
she might be killed and pieces of her might be found in the East
River (Hoplins did not dispute these statements). Linda did
remember another car being involved with the kidnapping, and
under hypnotic regression she recalled the license plate number
of that automobile, as well as part of the number of the car she"

was in. Hopkins reports that the numbers have been traced to
particular agencies.

During the February 1 meeting with Stefula and Butler, Linda
reported that on the morning of October 1S, 1991, Dan pulled her
into a red Jaguar sports car. Linda happened to be carrying a
tape recorder and was able to surreptitiously record a small part
of Dan’s questioning, but within a few minutes he discovered and
confiscated it. Dan drove to a beach house on the shore of Long
Island. There he demanded that Linda remove her clothes and put
on a white nightgown, similar to the one she wore the night of

the UFO abduction. He said he wanted to have sex with her. She
refused but then agreed to put on the nightgown over her clothes.
Once she did, Dan droppped to his knees and started to talk
incoherently about lier being the "Lady of the Sands.” She fled
the beach house, but Dan caught her on the beach and bent her arm
behind her. He placed two fingers on the back of her neck,
leading Linda to believe that it was a gun. He then forced her
into the water and pushed her head under twice. He continued to
rave incoherently, and as her head was being pushed under for the
third time, she believed that she would not come up again. Then,
a "force” hit Dan and knocked him back onto the beach. Linda
started to run but heard a sound like a gun being cocked. She
looked back and saw Dan talking a picture of her (the pictures
were eventually sent to Hopkins). She continued to move, but
Richard came running, seemingly out of nowhere. He stopped her
and convinced her to return to the beach house, and he tcld her
that he would control Dan by giving him a Mickey Finn.  She
sgreed to the plan. Once inside, Richard put Dan in the shower
to wash off the mud from the beach. This gave Linda a chance to
search the premises; she recovered her cacssette tape and
discovered stationery bearing a Central Intelligence Agency
letterhead.

In a brief conversation on October 3, 1992, Hopkins told me
that Linda came to him shortly after she arrived back in
Menhattan after the kidnapping. She was disteveled, had sand in
her hair, and was traumatized by the experience.

Linda also reported to Stefula and Butler that on December 15
and December 16, 1991, one of the men had tried to malke contact
with her near the shopping area of the South Street Seaport. He
was driving a large black Fleetwood sedan with Saudi Arabian
United Nations license plates. To avoid him, Linda said that she
went into a shop during the first incident. The second day a
similar thing happened, and she stood next to some businessmen
until he left the area.

Evidence accumulated by Hopkins

Hopkins reports accumulating much information about the
identities of Richard and Dan, and this could be extremely
helpful in a criminal investigation. He has approximately B0
pages of letters from the two men. These might potentially be
used to identify typewriters on which they were produced. They
may also contain fingerprints. Hopkins has tape recordings of
Richard and Dan; perhaps these could be used to help identify
them by voiceprints. Hopkins claims to know which government
agency employs the two. He says that he knows the identity of
the dignitary they were guarding, and this person should be in a
position to help locate and identify Richard and Dan. (Linda
told Stefula and Butler that the dignitary was Javier Perez de
Cuellar, then Secretary General of the United Nations.)
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The counsel of ufoloqy’'s leaders g

The reader may be tempted to dismiss Linda‘’s account as a
preposterous script for a grade B movie, and I personally do not
believe her claims. However, several notable figures in ufology
have expressed the conviction that Linda is telling the truth.
On October &6, 1992, I spoke with Dr. John Mack, former head of
the psychiatry department at Harvard Medical School, and he
confirmed that he had met Linda and concluded that she was not
the type of person to make up this kind of story. That same day
I also spoke with David Jacobs, a professor of history at Temple
University, an abduction research colleague of Budd Hopkins, and
author of the book Secret Life. He too believed that Linda was
telling the truth.

Hopkins presented additional secret evidence to Walter Andrus
and Jerome Clark who are now both persuaded of Linda‘°s honesty.
Andrus and Clark are arguably the two most influential figures in
U.S. ufology. Andrus is Internaticnal Director of the Mutual UFO
Network (MUFON), and he organizes the largest.annual confererce
on UFOs in the country and regularly writes for MUFON‘'s monthly
magazine. Clark is a columnist for Fate magazine, editor of
Internatiornal UFO Reporter, and a vice-president of the Center
for UFO Studies.

At a meeting in New York City on October 3, 1992, Linda said
that she is willing to testify against Richard and Dan (though
she had previously indicated that she was afraid of filing
charges herself). 1 informed those at the meeting that I was
prepared to make a formal request for a federal investigation of
the attempted murder of Linda. Hoplins, Andrus, and Clark all
vigorously objected to this, and they strongly urged me not to do
so. They said that such action would be “"politically damaging"
to ufology. I was extremely puzzled by their reasoning and their
apparent priorities. On October 5, 1992, two days later, 1
called Andrus to make certain that I understood his position. 1
asked him to join with me and request a formal investigation of
these allegations by the proper law enforcement agencies. 1
explained to him that UFO researchers were generally not
qualified to investigate attempted murder. I was taken aback-
when Andrus asked me what right I had to raise these issues. He
again urged that the crimes not be reported. The following day I
spoke with Clark. He told me that he accepted Linda‘s
statements, and he reaffirmed his opposition to reporting the
crimes.

I have not been given a satisfactory explanation for their
views. At risk is not only the safety of Linda but also that of
the general public. If federal agents have engaged in kidnapping
and attempted murder, they should be brought to justice. The
matter is of great concern for the general citizenry and for the
conduct of UFO abduction research. I call upon Clark, Andrus,
and Hopkins to publicly explain their rationale and priorities.
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The Politics of Torquemada; or, Earth Calling Hansen's 'lunet .

George Hanscn, who is short on ufological expericnce but long on sclf-righteous b}m!'ngr, i§ disuibuling
a document entiled “Attempted Murder vs. the Politics of Ufology: A Question of Priorities in the Linda
Napolitano Case.” In an October 13 memo addressed to Budd Hdpkins, Walt Andrus, John Mack, David Jacobs,
and me, Hansen grandiosely announces, °I plan to publish this in periodicals devoted to UFOs and mail copies
10 leading ufologists, boards of directors of MUFON, CUFOS, and the Intruders Foundation, and funders of UFO
research. [ also expect to post this on electronic bulletin boards and send copies o reporters for Omni, the New
York Times, Paris Match, and the Wall Street Journal.”

In the extremely unlikely event that Hansen's communication does not end up in the CP file of these
later publications and I receive a call or visit from a reporicr from the same, [ will inform him or her of the
following:

Hansen claims that when he cxpressed a desire 1o "make a formal request for a_l‘cdeml investigation of
Linda,” Hopkins, Andrus, and 1 "strongly urged mc not to do so. They said that such action wm.:ld be politically
damaging to ufology.” I cannot speak for Budd and Walt, though I know them to be men of integrity. Tcan, -,
however, state flady that Hansen’s characterization of my remarks is, in its first half, misleading and, in its
sccond, blaunuy (false. .
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Hansen called me late on the evening ol October 6, twu days atter my retum trom New York City and
the mecung with proponents and criucs of the Linda case. As | have told Budd and others, | have serious
problems with the story. | told Budd that at this stage 100 many links in the chain of evidence are missing (0
sustain a suspension of unbelicf. Moreover, some aspects of it seem 10 me 0 be impossible. At the same tune
[ have problems with the charge that Linda hoaxed the enure event, an allegaton that -- in view of the
extraordinary complexity of this episode, not to mention what 1 observed of and learned about Linda’s personality
-- strikes me as simplisuc and unconvincing. Two mentl-heaith prolessionals (not counting John Mack herc)
who know Linda far better than Hansen docs coiicur, emphaucully.

My thoughts about all this are complicated, and | couki devole many pages to them. [ shall not do so
here, however. At the mecung in which the casc was discussed, [ kept an open mind; in fact, [ may have been
the only individual there who had not come 0 a (irm and unshakable conclusion. Finally [ scugested what [
thought would be a compromise accepuble to all whose mouve was 10 find the truth.

[ urged the cridcs to refrain, over the next six months, {rom pursuing the investigaton, which they had
indicated now consisted, or would soon consist, of knocking on the Joors of government agencies looking (or
evidence of the elusive Richard and Dan. [ suated that, if this story is true, it is not just a UFO case but a
“poliucaily sensitive™ cvent because it supposcdly involves a politcal figure of international stature and thercfore
has consequences far outside the tny world of ufology. If that is indeed the case, we would never tind Richard
and Dan (if they cxist as who they say they arc) because banging on the wrong doors could alert the relevant
agency that two of its agents were leaking a huge secret. They would then be eflectively silenced, and we would
never leamn the truth. .

{f. on the other hand, the story is 3 hoax. [ went on, a six-munth deilay will have no effect on that fact,
and the cvidence will be just as rewicvable then as now. [ asswmed we were all in this as truth-scekers, [ said,
and [ thought my idea of a compromise best served that end.

Rich Buder and Joe Stefula, critics and honorabic men, immediawcly saw my point and agreed. George
"Torquemada” Hansen, however, proceeded o shout that “science doesn’t work that way,” 0 which [ rejoined
that, d the story was uue, this is not just a scienutic matter but a poliucal one as well. Nothing [ said could
have led anyone (o think [ meant the "poliucs of ufology.” ‘The context made it clear to cveryone that the
"politics” 0 which [ rcferred was the national and ntcrmauonal poliucal realm of which the Third Man is
allegedly a resident and in which (again if they are who they claim 9 be) Richard and Dan operate.

To anyone who has read my voluminous writings on ufology’s problems and concems, the notion that
[ would urge the conccalment of wuth for any reuson -- least of all "pulitical damage” o ufology -- is laughable.
My printed record shows just the opposite: a (icrce commiunent 0 tie truth above and beyond anything else.
No one has been so consistently, even ubsessively, outspoken on the subject of ufologists’ need for radical
objectivity, vigorous debate, and feariess scruuny of all issues. regarcdiess of their potenual etfect on someone’s
misguided vision of ufology’s insttutional interests. Anyone who doubts any of this is invited to rcad a few /UR
editonais.

Therefore [ am forced t0 conclude that Hansen detiberately misrepresented my remarks. [n all the
conversauons [ had with the principals of this case, [ recall no one's saying that Hansen's proposed "acuon would
be politically damaging to ulology.” [f anyone had used that as an excuse for inaction, [ would have spoken up,
blundy, to sute preciscly what [ thought of that.

At any rate, what the proponeats did itk about, in my heanng, was their concem about Linda’s well
being. Budd, who is a profoundly decent man, lcels strongly that the auacks on Linda are unfair. unfounded,
and injurious to a woman who already has suffered enough. Vahd or invalid, this concern -- not damage to the
"politcs ot ulology™ (whatever that's supposed to mean) -- donunated Budd’s conversations with me.

Sull, since our exchanges in New York had been eutirely cordial, | was unprepared for Hansen's behavior
when he cailed me on October 6. [ thoupght he wanted to conunue our discussion of the case, but as [ swarted
to explain my thoroughly ambivalent feelings, he cut me off, swd curtly that he would be bref, and asked if [
thought Linda was lying. 1 said [ doubted it for aumny rcasons, which llansen, who by now had thoroughly
demonized the poor woman, did not want o hear. e informed me that by not sancuoning his plan to go to
federal authorides, [ was cffectively aiding and abewuny gross misuse of police power. [ said that if such action
were to be taken, it is Linda’s decision, not mine or his, to make, and [ could not see how anyone could think
otherwise. Knowing more about this than Hansen does, [ added that the story contains elements which, if Linda
is telling the truth, scem i explain what othenvise looks like a puzzling refuctance 0 act. In any case, [ added,
it was clear enough that Hansen, his pious asscruon to the contrury isce the hilariously hypocnitical concluding
paragraph of his arucle), sought not to help Linda but to desuoy her.

llansen was at least honest cnough not to deny that. Instead he chose to uy 0 inumidatc me. He
wamed that he intended 10 tum my name, address, and phone number, along with Hopkins’, et al, into the FBI.
He ther launched inw a diauibe in which he accusal my colleagues @nd me of “living in a dclusional world.”
On Hansen's planct, apparendy, those who disagree with him e not just wrong but deluded and, perhaps, as
his paper implies, intclicctuaily corrupt and. morcover, descrving of the attention of police agencies. [ said.
"George, you're full of shit,” and hung up on him. His subscquent pronouncesnents have only scrved to confirm
the cogency of that analysis.

So what is the significance of the Linda case? [ don't know. Let me repeat [ don’r know. Does
anybody? [t is staggeringly complex, and the available evidence can be rcad in scveral ways, though ceruainly
in none. [ admire Budd Hopkins for his dogged, courageous pursuit of the evidence, and [ respect those who,
like Buder, Stefula, and Don Johnson, honestly dissent from Budd’s interpretadon. As an unbeliever (in other
words, neither believer nor disbeliever), [ support all ratonal debate on the issue.

In my opinion, at this stage of an incomplete and ongoung investigation, the only conclusion with which
[ feel comfonabie is this onc: Time will wcll. Then again, maybe€'it won't. And am [ the only one out there
with a wlerance for ambiguity? - Jerome Clark

612 North Oscar Avenue
Canby, Minnesota 56220 -7- .
October 24, 1992 N



"TORQUEMADA” RESFONDS TO JERCME CLAFRE

George P. Hansen

ARSTRACT: Jerome Clark is thanked for correcting a
misinterpretation of his position reported i1n the paper
"Attempted Murder vs. The Politics of Ufolegv.” Clark has now

provided, in writing, his reasons for oopoosing a federal
investigation of the ourported kidnapooing and attemoted murder of
Linda Napoiitano. This rationale and other writings of Clark are
examined in order to gain insight into his though%t processes.

This pacer primarilyv discusses psvchological! factors
itnfiuencing the i1nvestigation and interoretation o+ the
NMas=2i:1zanc case. ~ Ppa0er 1S 1N preparation devoted to the
substance and evaluation of the claims. This affair provides a
wealth of material for those ‘attemoting to understand the +field
of ufoiogy f-om a psvcho-social perspect:ive. In the long run.
the actions and beliefs of the leaders of utfology mav be far more
1mpertant zhan Linda Napolitano's UFC abduction claim. As such,
this mav vet prove to be "The Case of the Centur./.”

My art:cie "Attemoted Murder vs. The Poiitics of Ufologv: A
Guestion of Friori1ties 1n the Linda Napoiltanc Case" has been
publicshed :1n a number of newsietters and posted on eiectronic
bulietin bcards. in that piece I reported that Budd Hookins,
Walter Andrus. and Jerome Clark had urged that the reoorted
attemocted murder of Linda iMaoclitanmo not be zommunicated toc iaw
enforcement authorities because suzh could be dams=g:ng to
ufoiogy. Ciark has rescently 1ssued a response correct:ng mv
interpretation of his remariks.! and I am grateful *o him for ncow
doing so. i shouia mention that I had sent Ciark an eariier

draft of mv article and invited his ccmments berors ouol:shinag
IREES

The comments and reasoning of Clark should be of scec:al
1nterest to the UFU researcn community. He 1s wvice-president or
the Center for UFO Studies and editor of i1ts magaIine
International UFJ Reoorter. He writes a monthlvy coiumn for Fate
magazine, has written boeks and even an encvclooedia on UFOs.

The Fund for UFJ Research gave him the prestigious Isabei: Davis
Award for 1392, Clark has placed himself in a prominent, publ:c
role and is now in a position to dete-mine what manvy persons will
chance to read about the top:c.

Clark’'s explanation

I am pleased that Clark now acknowledges, in writing, that he
did indeed urge UFO researchers to suppress evidence of a series
of felonies. He apparentlyv wishes to impede the process of
Justice. His rationale i1s even more intriguing than I had
imagined, and I will guote his entire paraaraph e:plaining his
position:

I urged the critics to refrain, over the next si:
months, from pursuing the investigation., which they had
indicated now consisted. or would soon consist, of knocking
on the doors of government agencies looking for evidence of
the elusive Richard and Dan. I stated that, :1¥ this story
is true, it is not just a UF3 case but a "politicaitly
sensitive"” event because it suoposedly involves a politicai
figure of international stature and. therefore has
consecuences far outside the tiny world of ufoiogv. if that
is indeed the case. we would rewver find Richard and Dan i+
they exi1st as who they sav thev are) because bsnging on the
wrong doors could alert the relevant agency that two of its
agents were ieaking a huge secret. Thev would then be
etfectively silenced. and we would never learn the truth.

{From page | of his paper "The Poclitics of Torguemada")
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This :s a carmdid,., and remarkabiy revealing, e:piattatiun,
ecspezi1allv because Clark told me that he accepts tinda’'s storv or
being harassed. kidnapped., sexualiv moiestec. and nearlv drowneo
bv government agents. Clark s statement provides 1nsi1ght 1ntc
hi1s mindset.

First. we are urged to stoo 1nvestigating the case (ewven
though the affair has been discussed in Jmn:. the wall CZtreet
Journali, Pariz Hatch, the Hurton UFI Jourrnal, and the New To-k
Times). The statement dispiavs Clark’'s true beii1ef about the
aoorocriateness of 1nternal review and cr:ticism 1n utoloav.

Second. thouah the crif:cs should refrain from :nwvestigaz:nag.
presumably Hopkins should continue. One can onlv surmise tnat
Clark beliewves Hooiins to be aqual:ified to 1nvest:gate :1dnapoing
and attemoted murder. He u-ges all guts:ders ts remcve
themselves from the case, and Clark would allow Richard and Dan
=1 more months of unobstructed oooportunities for kidnapping and
murder. But concerned citi1zens should remain s:lent. This has
led some to auestion Clark ' s grass on realitw.

Third, Clark suggests that "bangina om the wrona coors couid
alert the relevant agencwv that two of its agents were leakinag a
huge secret."” Clark s suggestion about "alerting the relevant
agencvy” 1s ludicrous. Hophkl1ns himself had already vis:ited a
number of agencies and made 1nquiries. He had even sent a
picture of one of the agents to the United Nations. Further.
Hopki1ns had spoken oublicly numerous times about the case,
1ncluding presentat:ons for BUFORA, Mew Jersey MUFON., New fYork
MUFON. the Abduct:i:on Study Conference at Massachussetts Inst:tute

of Technology., the 1992 MUFON symposium in Albuquerque. and even
the television show Irns:de Edit:on. I[f there actually was a
conspiracy. the perpetrators would be fully aware of Hookins’
1investigation. One can onlv wonder how Clark could rationally
offer hi1s i1dea.

Fourth, and most revealinag, Clark suggests that 1t is
plausible that a conspiracv at the top leveis of the world’'s
governments 1s supaoressing 2vidence abcut this UFO abduction and
the subsequent ki1dnappings. se:val molestation, and attemoted
murder. Mot oniy was the United Nations Secretary Gereral
repecrtedly involved, but during a meeting I attended on October
J, 1992, Hookine’ ' cartisars made allusions to the i1nvoivemernt of
other worid figures, thouagh thev were not named. Hooki1ns and
Ciart seem to think that they ocssess secret. crucial knowiedge
of the 1nternationai political situation regcarding the UFG
aoduction phenomena. Clark, living an 1solated ex:stence 1n a
small ., r2mcte fzwn 14 Minnezota. seeme to believe himsei+ o be
1n a pes:tior to make 1mportant recommendations affecting oubl:c
disclosures bv governments. revelations that would have a
profound i1mpact on world affairs.

Clark's eariiler writings =2n conspiracy theor:es

It is worth brieflv reviewing some of Clark’'s earlier wr:tinags
on conspi~-acies because they arovide addit:onal i1llumination of
his thinking. Ffor instance. he calls Jacgue Yallee’'s book
irevelat:ons "the ult:mate conspiracy hook"= and describes vzallee
as having an "ability to detect connections i1nvisible to the rest
of us {and it] reaches its most bizarre extreme..."* He
attacks Jechn Keel, saying "that his speculations were laced with
paranoia.”"® These writinas suggest deep, visceral reactions.

For Clark, notions of conspiracies have a high psychologicai
charge, and he appears unabie to graople with such 1deas 1n a
dispassionate frame of mind.

Unliite many vague conspiracwv ideas, Clark’'s and Hookins’ ' are
e:xceptionallwy specitic. Hopkins claims toc have a massive amourt
of evidence, and that material could be used to identi1fv and
convict the culzr-its. Tim2s, dates, and olac=s of the purported
cri:mes are known as weil as the license plate numbers of cars
involved. But Hopkins and Clark refuse tc divulge information.
In any event, their conspiratorial notions are having a dramatic
impact on the investigation of this case. We now have a stark
instance of som=z of the most prominent leaders in ufology
actively attempting to impede the enforcement of criminal laws
they believe to have been violated. Their actions are guided by
a belief in the existence of a powerfui international government
conspiracy.

-9-



Bv anv measure. Clark’ s own suggestions are (ar more extreme
than those of Vallee or Fkeel, but because of (larl ‘s prior
vehement denunciration of conspiratorial thinbina., | farled to
agrasp his present views on the Hooliins-Napoiiteann case. flhhis was
the reason for my misunderstanding.

Summary

One of the une:oected benefits of the Napcol:itano zase is that
1t prov:des remarlkable illumination of the mentaiity of a
prominent authoritv on UFOs. Because of his 1nfluence and

contrni over a sianificant amount of popular ii#7 li1terature, zhics
1 of particular cuonsequence.

[f vwe accept Lindsa's claim, Richard and DA are meraces not
only tr LLinda Lut to society at large. Yet Ciarl igorous! s
appoees reparbins Lhaw to the authiorities. e ccems b helieve
that he has =necial tnsiaght 1nto the world politicai s:tuation
thhat Just:fires ki1<s postticn.

kier ther Tl ar! nor Hoolkins has prowvided sver wir:imail evidence
for such a notion. That being the case, there mas be a plausible
exolanat:on for trheir- behiavior. Thevy 1mol s itint Vhipy DOSERSS
secret I nouwledue of A consoiracy within the hiuinest levels o+ the
world = gcvernments: such thinking can be btermed "oranmdiose”: the
word "parano:rd’ miaht even aopl-. [ronicalltv . ilard "g previons
writings dirsnlav @ loathing of and revulsion toward wmuch tamer

consolratorral speculations. Clardk 's "Torauemaaa” article 1s
3gai1n emctional and sel f-laudatery, and 1 uwrge thoce i1nterested
to obtain a ccpv 1n order to verify that. mafter such a revieow.

the reader en1ll be in a better oosition to assess Clarlk 's mental
state and dedduce the plausible cause of hics behavi~r.

=7 HNovember 15727

I. *The Poiitics of Torquesada; or, Zarth Calling Hansen's Planet® by Jercee Tlare; 312 North Oscar
Avenue, Caindy, NN 56220; Octoder 24, 1992.
. Clark 4id not avail hieself of this opportunity and sent se a note anly saving "Seorge -- Please

~

do not call ar write ae aqain.’
. International UFQ Regorter, Septesder/Octoder, 1991, p. 3
International UFO Reporter, January/February, 1990, p. 3
. UFOs in the 1980s by Jerose Clark, Jetroit: Apogee, 1990, 5. 175
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JOHN MACK, A HARVARD PSYCHIAT_RI.ST AT
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OF "UFO ABDUCTION.

IS CONVINCEDTHAT ABDUCTEES

THEIR STORIES: *“I

ENCOUNTERED SOMETHING HERE THAT DID

NOT FIT ANYTHING

ACROSS IN 4 0

B Y

YEARS

S A R A

1 HAD EVER . COME

OF PSYCHIATRY."
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OOhn Mack stll remembers the conversation he
had with Carl Sagan, back in t e 1960s. Mack,
a Harvard psychiatrist and ipsychoanalyst, was intrigued
by talk of UFOs and wanted to hear Sagzn’s thoughts on
t ¢ subject, which had been the focus of a recent, well-
publiazed government inquiry.

“Sagan had had something to do with t ¢ Condon
Committee, which had reviewed the whole question of
UFOs,” recalls Mack, “and he said, with great authonty,

‘There’s nothing to it. T ere’s no substance to it.” Well,

Sora Terry is o [FeeLoncs uriter who lives in Baston Her profle of

Gregory Hines appeared in the May 31 Globe Magazine. :

Source: Boston Globe Magazine -
11 Oct. '92
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Carl was an authority figure to me, a prominent scientst
and a friend, so I let it go.”

And t at was that, as far as Mack was concerned,
until some 20 years later, when a friend invited him to
meet Bud Hopkins. Hopkins, a New York artist and
sculptor, is one of the leading investigators of reports By
individuals who claim to have been abducted by UFOs.
“I said, “‘Who's he?” — which shows you how familiar I
was with the phenomenon,” says Mack. When the friend
explained Hopkins® work, Mack responded, ‘“What?
There must be something wrong with him and the people
he meets with.” But on January 10, 1990 — Mack re-

PHOTOCRAPH BY MICHFLE MIDONALD/THF BOSTON CLOBF
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members the date as if it were a
birthday or an anniversary - the two
men met and spent a few hours dis-
cussing the cases Hopkins had re-
scarched. The studies were compel-
ling and unlike anything Mack had
come across in nearly 40 years of
clinical psychiatnc work; he knew
immediately that the final word on
UFOs no longer rested with Sagan
and the Condon Commitice. “'] came
away somewhat shaken and fascinat-
ed,” he says of the meeting with
Hopkins. “It was a mystery. I'd nev-
er taken abductions seriously at all. 1
realized at this point that this was
something 1 had no way to explain.”

since his meeting with Hopkins,

Mack has joined the front lines of
abductee rescarch. He has investigat-
ed almost 70 cases of abductions and
conducted hundreds of hours of in-
terviews and treatment. He has been
the subject of a network docudrama.
He has been criticized by the press
and lashed out at by scientists. He
has organized support groups and
professional conferences. He has also
become convinced that abductees are
not making up their stories - and
that their expenences may present a
shock as great and transforming to
the foundations of science as did Co-
pernicus’ proof that the Earth is not
the center of the universe.

“l encountered something here,
very aarly on, which [ saw did not fit
anything I had ever come across in
40 years of psychiatry,” says the 63-
year-old Mack, founder of the psy-
chiatic depariment at Cambnidge
Hospital (which is affiliated with
Hanard Medical School) and win-
ner of a 1977 Pulitzer Prize for his
psychoanalytic biogmaphy of Law-
rence of Arabia. “The deeper 1 went
into it,” he continves, *the more and
more information | got that doesn’t
6t anything else. This has all’kinds of
implications for our scientific world
view, for our identity as a species on
this planet.”

Typically, Mack says, abductions
are highly traumatic experiences, of-
ten repressed and wsually called for-
ward only with great psychic pair
and stress. Almost always, individuals
report seeing small, gray beings with
huge, dark eyes who transport their
immobilized subjects to some sort of
spacecraft, where the captives are
probed in a battery of tests that ap-
pear to relate to sexual and reproduc-
tive expenments. Many abduclees, or
“experiencers,” report a long history
of abductions. Mack has found that
parents who have had many experi-
ences often find that their children

become abductees as well. In almost

lN THF. NFARLY THRFF. YEARS

every case he has investigated, he
says, people are reluctant to face what
has happened.

“One of the most powerfully
consistent aspects of this for me has
been the tremulousness with which
these people come to sec me,” says
Mack, who has a contract with
Scribner to write a book on his find-
ings. “They come to me very fearful
that either they will be found crazy,
because what they've experienced

docsn’t fit ordinary reality, or that *
" that they’re reflecting ofT the con-

they'll be found nct to be ¢razy, and
then they're faced with the fact that
these are real experiences, and what
does that mean for their world vicw,
for their future, for their lives?”

" Of the several dozen cases he has
investigated, Mack says, only two or
three individuals suffer from some
form of mental illness. There is no
particular type of person who experi-
ences abductions and no apparent
reason why some people are selected

.as abductees. Among the people

Mack has interviewed are a musi-
cian, a prison guard, houscwives, sec-
retanes, a psychiatnst, college stu-
dents, a retired firefighter, and a res-
taurant owner.

Fundamental to Mack’s convic-
tions about these experiences is the
fact that, over and over, abductees —
who come from all over the country
and who do not know one another —
tell emarkably consistent stories. De-
tails may vary, but the narrative
thread is so similar from case to case
that Mack is convinced that the ex-
penences are not imagined. If they
were simply made up or were the
psychic byproduct of some other
traumatic event, he says, the accounts
would vary more widely, because of
the individuality of each human psy-
che.

“What struck me almost imme-
diarely,” he says, “was my inability,
as a psychiatnist, to explain how peo-
ple who'seemed otherwise quite nor-
mal, quite unremarkable, could be
telling the same, disturbing story, in
graat dezail: of being taken from their
rooms, their cars, in hields, into these
craft and subjected to highly intru-
sive procedures that have a unique
quality.

*“There’s a whole medical-like
scenanio, which is not known to us on
Earth,” he says, “and yet it’s told by
people all over the country, in great
detail, details which were not avail-
able in the media at the time and are
still not in the media in the kind of
detail these people reported. And
these stonies were consistent, one to
the other.

“The thing I've spent most of my
professional life in,” says Mack, “is
Jearning to make clinical psychologi-
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cal discriminations, like, ‘Is this pro-
jection? Is this hallucination? Is this
real expenence! Is this a dream?”
And this [abduction phenomenon)
behaves like real experience.

*l have never had a sense, and 1
trust mysell in this, clinically,” he
says, “that this phenomenon repre-
sents some kind of psychological con-
tagion, that people are influencing
cach other, or that these experiences
are derivative of something they’ve
read or heard from someone else, or

sciousness of another person’s experi-
ence. I've never had a suggestion of
that”

Althotgh Mack’s carliest cases
were referred to him by Hopkins, in-
creasingly he is contacted by people
who have read his comments in sto-
res sbout UFOs or have seen him
interviewed on television. (Mack
tends to turn down interview re-
quests, brcause he believes too many
reporters tavialize or sensationalize
abductee cases.) After a recent con-
ference at the Massachusetts Institute
of Techinology on the abduction phe-
nomenon, cosponsored by Mack and
MIT physicist David Pritchard,
Mack was contacted by a woman
who had read a story about the meet-
ing and wanted to see him.

Unlike many experiencers, the
woman could recall — without hypno-
sis — a vancty of alien contacrs, going
back to early childhood. She could
also rccount more current experi-
ences of being visited in her home by
aliens, who came into her bedroom,
foated her into the living room, and
pesformed a series of intensely pain-
ful explorations into her spine with
sharp instruments.

More commonly, abductees re-
port what Mack calls a “margin of
consciousness,” where memory re-
calls an expenience to a certain point
and then blanks out, laving individ-
uals with chunks of unaccounted-for
time. Under hypnosis, a practice
criticized by disbelievers but de-
fended by Mack as an important tool
for uncovering repressed  informa-
tion, experiencers are taken back to
the last moment they consciously re-
member, such as the appearance of a
small being in their bedroom or the
presence of a blue light.

As deils surface, an anguished
mental struggle often occurs. Mack
cites the case of a 38-yzar-old Penn-
sylvania man with a long history of
abduction-related experiences. All the
man could reall of one recent experi-
ence, which hegan as he was trying to
6l asleep, was the presence of a fe-
male alien in the room. (Abductees,
says Mack, can almost always identi-
fy the sex of aliens, despite the back of



obvious sexual charactenstics.)

Like many who undergo hypno-
sis, the man resisted recalling the ex-
penence, asserting that the alicns had
told him not to remember what had
happcned. THe man's story, says
Mack, unfolded with *‘tremendous
distress, sweating, and pain and an-
guish.” There was also, he says, a
great sense of shame and a fear of

being vulnerable, which Mack °

worked to dispel, trying to reassure
the man that his experience was not a
reflection of weakness but something
over which he had no control.

“And, at a_ccrtain point, there
was a breakthrough,” says Mack.
“He began to sob. It was so touch-
ing, because he'd been fighting with
himself and with his unconscious-
ness, and at that point, he crosed a
line and just let go. It was just this
tremendous release.”

What unfoided during the narra-
tive w2s a story common among ab-
ductees, one Mack had suspected in
this particular case because of the
shame and vulnerability the man had
expressed. Like many male abduc-
tees, the man recalled that he had
been taken onto a craft, where he was
sexually probed and a sperm sample
was fortibly taken from him.

Mack says that another emotion
surfaced, common among exper-
iencers. ““I've seen it so many times
nrow,” he says. “Jt's a sobbing that
goes along with a sense of awe. Have
you ever been moved by something
in nature or somcthing in art or mu-
sic! It’s like you're humbled before
God, you're just so moved by the
spectacle, by the 2wesomencss of
what’s before you. It was that quality
[in the man’s sobbing], a combina-
tion of relicf and awe. And the awe
had to do with, Oh, my god, what an
extraordinary thing it is that has hap-
pened to me.

“Again, it’s a question of clinical
judgment,” he says. “When memo-
res come back like that, I never have
any question that these people are de-
scnbing something that has authenti-
cally happened to them. If 1 do ger a
case, as I occasionally do, where 1
feel somebody is looking to convince
themselves or me that they were ab-
ducted, 1 don’t count those cases. 1
don'’t include them among the au-
thentic ones.”

Since beginning his research
narly three years ago, Mack has es-
tablished a support group that meets
at his Brookline home once a month.
In the quiet of his wood-pancled,
book-lined living room, 20 to 30 peo-
ple share their stones, ofien express-
ing great relief at being able te w2tk to
others who have been through the
same thing. Their stones coincide on

many levels: They talk about
the presence of light and the
ability of the aliens to trans-
mute into a sheer light force.
Ofien the light is connected
with healing; abductees say
that fevers and other illnesses
disappear as a result of an
abduction. Many say that a
vibrating encrgy courses
through their bodies when
aliens take them from their
homes. Physical marks are
often kft on expcriencers’
bedies: small incisions or
scoop marks, which appear
to be the emnants of surgi-
cal procedures.

Overwhelmingly, wom-
en and men recall soxual en-
countess and expzriments. A
wide vanety of reproductive
storics abound, with many
women claiming to have
been impregnated by aliens,
who then remove the embryo
immediately or on a subse-
quent abduction. Some
women say their captort have
taken them to nurseries
where hybnd babies are be-
ing raised.

Mack is well aware that
the stories siretch the bounds
of eredibility. And he knows
that, like Hyd2, cvery the-
ory about abduction leads to
a dozen new questions. Yet
he is undetesred in his con-
viction that the abduction
phenomenon cannot be dis-
missed.

“No onc has been able
to come up with a counier-
formulation that explains
what's going on,” he says.
“But if people can’t be con-
vinced [that this is real],
that's okay. All I want is for
peopie to be convinced that
there’s something going on
here that is not explainable.
Tkat somcthing is entering
these people’s Lives that we
don’t understand.

“If we can be in that
place of not knowing,” he
adds, “we're lLkely to Jearn
more than if we try to stick
this here, or stick it there, or
if we closc our minds and try
to keep this undes control.”

HE OUTRAGCEOUS
Thadlinu are familiar to

anyont who has ever
stood in linc at a supcrmar-
ket checkout lane. Claims
such as "“Aliens Endorse
Clinton” - recently trumpet-
ed on the front page of one
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popular tabloid — crop up as
regularly as Elvis sightings
and appearances by the
Abominable Snowman.

Mack is somewhat re-
signed to it all. He knows,
thanks to the highly dramatic
nature of aliens and abduc-
tions, that there will always
be an insatiable appetite for
alien stories in the tabloid
press and on tableid-type
television shows. Lately,
though, be's begun to sce
signs that the media and a
growing number of academ-
ics and scientists are starting
to pay shighty more serious
attention to the abduction
phenomenon.

In the past few months,
he says, he has been inter-
viewed for a lengthy upcom-
ing New Yota story and
has participated in a Canadi-
an Broadcasting Corp.
program - a Canadian
equivalent of Nowg — that
will air this fall. Mack has
also been contacted by phi-
losophers, theologians,
young psychologists who
want to work with him, a
melecular chemist, and a
graduate student in educa-
tional psychology who wants
to do her thesis on the ab-
duction phenomenon.
(“That’s a very good indica-
tor, when people in academic
degree programs want to do
their thesis on somcthing,”
notes Mack. “Then you
know it’s reached a level of
legitimacy.”) He has also
met with a *"quite promi-
nent” Hanvard physics pro-
fessor, who was “very inter-
ested and very open” but
said he couldn't talk about
the abductions *‘around
here” — meaning the build-
ing on campus where the
professor teaches.

“Little by little, people
are coming into this thing,”
says Mazk, whose work with
abductees is partially sup-
ported by small grants from
private foundations. “It’s still
not the way a young person
can make a carcer in main-
stream academic institukions,
but it’s a very exciting field.
I have a kind of faith that if
you really are truthful about
what you see, and you do
your work with integrity,
that people will eventually
come around. If thcy don't
come to the point of agreeing



with it, at least they’ll begin to notice
it.”

Mack, however, is well aware of
the fact that many physical scientists
dismiss his work out of hand. Those
critics, he contends, simply haven't
explored the evidence or are too
bound by the conventions of science
to consider information that is not
stictly measurable by machines or
the physical senses. When doubting
colleagues listen to the tapes of ses-
sions with abductces and spend time
with him, discussing his research,
Mack says, “they tend to be stag-
gered by the phenomenen.” And

while these colleagues may not be-
come believers, he continues, “Some
of them say, ‘I've gone from atheist
to agnostic on this.' ”

Dr. Edward ]. Khantzian is one
of those colleagues who have heard
Mack present his data and alls it
‘‘very, very compelling stuff.”

Khantzian, an associate clinical pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Harvard
Medical School at the Cambridge
Hospital, says that Mack “has taken
a lot of disbelievers and had us
scratching our heads, wondering
what is this that he's studying. He'’s
at least made a lot of us stop and
think again, which is what he's al-
ways done.

*“I don't know what to make of it
ultimately, and I'm basically some-
where between being a disbeliever
and an agnostic,” says Khantzian,
who has worked with Mack for
nearly 30 years. “But, a far as [ can
tell, he's operating as a careful clini-
cian in these studies, and that's what
I respect. I don't understand it, I'm
still dubious, but I respect his right
to search it out to the fullest.”

Mack takes most comments
from doubters and skeptics in stride.
But the generally soft-spoken psy-
chiatrist doss become incensed by
the flat dismissal of abductees’ sto-
nes by disbelievers, a rejection that
Mack says only helps add to a sense
of isolation already felt by trauma-
tized abductees. “It’s demeaning to
those people to think that they are
somchow subject to some kind of
perceptual distortion or make-be-
licve,” says Mack.

*“People know what they see,
they know what their perceptions
are,” he insists. “That what they saw
or what they expenienced requires
some explanation which we don’t
now have, that's another story.”

As far as Mack is concerned,
the saarch for answers has to include
the possibility of a reality not yet
pocoved by science. At its most
radical, notes Mack, the practice of
modern science has led to such
things as the SETI project, a2 $100
million National Acronautics and
Space Administration mission for-

mally known as the Search for Ex-

traterrestnal Intelligence. Scheduled
to begin tomorrow, the project relies
on radio telescopes to search the uni-
verse for signs of intelligent life be-
yond planet Earth.

Mack argues that abductees’ re-
ports point to an intelligence that
can obviously elude man-made ma-
chines, no matter how sophisticated
- and to a world that exists not
somewhere out there in the physical
universe, but in an entirely different
dimension.

“In the experience of the abduc-
tees,” he says, “the aliens seem to
come from another dimension. They
seem to break through our sense of
the reality of this space-time
physicalist world, to come from
some other place. Abductees will de-
scnibe the sense of space and time
collapsing, or of coexistent multiple
time dimensions.

*They have the feeling that they
have been introduced to another
universe which is just as real as this
one, but which is other-dimension-
al,” he says. “It's as if it’s a dimen-
sion that seems to enter our physical
world but is not necessanly of our
physical worid.”

Although he admits that such
possibilities have yet to be proven by
the physical sciences, Mack laments
what he calls “the unwillingness of
the official intellectual community to
be open-minded about a reality that
doesn't fit their world view.” As he
sees it, the abduction phenomenon
could ultimately present mankind
with a “fourth blow” to its collective
ego. The first, he says, was the Co-
pernican blow, which proved that
man and Earth were not the center
of the universe; the second blow was
administered by Darwin, whose
findings on cvolution proved that
man did not spring from “some
higker levei of spiritual biology”;
and the third blow was delivered by
Freud, whose explorations of the un-
conscious revealed that man’s con-
scious mind was not all that was in
control of his life.

Mack says he still has no an-
swers about what the abductions
mean or why they happen. Although
some researchers in the field believe
that the primary purpose of the %id-
nappings is to carry out some forin
of breeding program, Mack sces a
more transformational clement to the
abductions: an artempt to alert hu-
mans to the need for change in their
lives.

Abductees frequentiy report that
during their time on alien spacecraft,
they are shown powerful visual im-
ages of environmental destruction on
Earth. Many return with a passion-
ate commitment to protect the plan-
et. Mack interprets the wamings,
and the increased awareness among
individual abductees, as an attempt

[

to reconnect humans with a height-
ened sense of spintuality. It’s a
quest, he says, best summed up by
the poet Rainer Maria Rilke, who
wrote:

Thar {5 at bottom the only courage
that 15 demanded of us: to hove conrage
Jor the mast sirange, the mou singular
and the most inexplicable that we may
encounter. That mankind has in this
sense been cowardly has done life endless
harn; the experiences that are colled
“visions,” the whole so~alled “spirit
world,” death and all those things that
are so casely ckin to us, have by daily
parrying been s0 crowaded out of life that
the sense: by which we could have
grasped them are atrophied. To say
nothing of God.

Other civilizations, including
Eastern and native culrures, have
been far more fluent than the West
in communing with experiences that
defy understanding in terms of
physical reality, says Mack. He ar-
gues that the Western world of the
past few hundred years may have
reached a dead end of sorts - and
that the abductee experience may be
part of a move away from the strict
confines of materialism. .

“It may be that we're on the

brink of some kind of major opening
to our proper place in the universe,”
muses Mack. “I think, in this soci-
ety, we're involved in a major epoch-
al shift. I don't know what the pur-
pose of all this is, but it certainly is
some kind of profound connecting
of us beyond ourselves.” o

 CLOSERS

Neptune,

trek from Earth.

currently the
most distant planet from
the sun (until 1999), was
the last planet visited in
Vovager  11's epic 12-year



ADAY, NOVEMBER 21 / SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1992/ Monsy clouy, 55 torksy; som bkely, low 50 tomght / Octosk, Fone 2

<pes)

» o faw

404 i Mow York Coy 304 shewhere

ast Side MD: ‘Aliens kidnapped me’

A
&
Sy

TE
it

u
B

34

v
R

o~

(Y

By CHRIS McKENNA
Post Correspondent
ALBANY — A Manhat-
tan doctor who thinks he
was abducted hy allens
and ULelieves UFOs are
part of a Nazi plot to elimi-
nate Jews can continue
treating patients, the state
Doard of Regents ruled
yesterday.

The Regenls refused to

NEW YORK POST,

York’s health
sioner that Kurzweil is a
threat to the.public —

-determined there is not 1

ltlnlllll of evidence that
ex-

revoke the dical license
of East Side dermatologist

perls or olherl ever nu-
ticed or d d any lmn-

Stephen Kurzweil
they said there was no
prool hia beliefs hlrmed
lusplllenu.- .

The negenu panel — re-
jecting a linding by New

pairment by [Kurzweil|
while he practiced medi-
cine over these many
years.”

Witnesses, Inchiding a

. UFO “expert™ brought in

POST
EXCLUSIVE
—

Ly the state, tesii(led that
{lurzwell believes he has
heen marked with a leg
scar by Nazi-llnked aliens
operating (rom a base near
the South Pale.

The cxpedi, idenlitied as
Indd tlopkina, 2 “proles-
siwmal UFC chaser.” aiso tes-
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Ufled that iurzwesl told him:

"My mind |s completely
gone now. [ know that | can
kilL It Is Ume to take mat-
ters Into my own hands,”

and has pul a “curse” on
the U.S. government. Kurz-
weil belleves the f{ederal
government i3 actively
trading its cilizens (or
allen secreia

Reached by The Fcst,
Curzweil, (9. said he has
never seen allen creatures,

1

But state
allows
him to
practice

=———r==3 DETANS: PAGE 5

though he belleves they
once left & one-ward mes-
sage — “Revolution™ — on
his desk. and that aliens
did collaborate with the
Nazis and the American
gouvernment.

“I've never seen an alien
and I'm not sure [ know
whal one would icok like,”
he said.

“But I believe the Nazis
were In coolact with a

group of allens that gav
them technology and thi
group has made a des
with the U.S. governmes.
in which its citizens coul
be abducted In exchang
(or technological benelits

Kurzweil, wha is Jewisi
also said he has started
support group called “Al
ductccs and  Zlonisi
Against UFOs™ and ' b
licves that aliens were a1
swering his olfice phone i
an effort to “misdirect™ h:
patlents and slbo(l‘c h
carecr.

ile insisted, howeve
that he is not mentally

See DOC on Page .

" Doc ‘kidnaped
by aliens’ is
fit for work

“goc from Page 5
and even chuckled at the
suggestion.

The ruling shocked state
health officials, who said
Kurzwell suffers (rom a
serious. ongoing mental
disorder and poses an im-
minent threat to the publlc.

“He does have delusional
beliefs and that i{s not a
condition under which the
practice of medlcine
should occur.” said Health
Department spokeswoman
Faith Schottenfeld.

But they said the Re-
gents’ action closes the
case and that the depart-
ment may not be able to
bring new charges against
Kurzweil until “somebody
is harmed.”

Kurzweil called the Re-
gents’ rullng a “vindica-
tion” of the views he has
held since 1980. when he at-
tended a UFO convention
at which he met Hopkins.

“This Is a first positive
sign in that it sends a mes-
sage to the U.S. govern-
ment that it cannot tyran-
nize its people.” he said.

Regents. spokesman
Chris Carpenter sald the
decision wasnt an en-
dorsement of the existence
of UFOs or of Kurzwell's
theory that the (ederal
government has attempted
to harass him into silence.
“The head of the Regents’
disclplinary committee

that cieared Kurzweil, Re- -

gent Floyd Linton, refused
t0 discuss the case.

When asked if he be-
lleved Kurzweil needs psy-
chiatric help, as health of-
(icials insisted was the
case, Linton said. “I'm not
going.to comment on that.
We reached our decision
and that’s what it {s.”

: Department

=]16-

Kurzweil said he never
told his patients about his
beliefs bYecause “it isn't
pertinent to their medlical
care.”-

The Kurzweil case is one
of a small handful of doc-
tor discipline cases still
being handled by the Re-
gents.

That authority was re-
cently given to the Health
following
criticism that the Regents
were too lenient and were-
too slow in pu.mshlng bad

" doctors.

Cr. B. Greenwood.



